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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 
Interim Report on the Sustainability of the Dairy Industry - Report No 6 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [10.10 am]:  If I may go in a slightly different order from that noted on today’s 
Notice Paper, I present for tabling the “Interim Report on the Sustainability of the Dairy Industry”.  
[See paper No 1436.] 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Both sides of this House agreed that something must be done to better understand the 
immediate past of the dairy industry, its current condition and that of all the stakeholders involved, and, more 
importantly, where it will go in the future.  This was the key to the debate that led to the Legislative Assembly 
agreeing to a motion on 25 June to refer an inquiry into the sustainability of the dairy industry to the Economics 
and Industry Standing Committee.  The interim report provides an important clarification of the committee’s 
terms of reference, and also offers a brief summary of the committee’s activities to date.   

Since the Assembly referred the inquiry to my committee, the committee has held five meetings, received more 
than 70 submissions, visited four farms and dairies in the south west, met with 11 farmers and producers, and 
met with a major processor in Perth.  With the close of submissions to the inquiry only two days ago, the full 
depth of the proposals is yet to be fully plumbed and understood.  However, the number of submissions clearly 
highlights the interest in the subject.  An initial examination indicates a diversity of opinion across and within all 
sectors and regions of the dairy industry.  Significant among the submissions are comments from service 
providers operating in all sectors of the industry.  The committee is studying all the submissions and a full 
analysis will be provided in its future reports to the Chamber.  This inquiry is not solely for the benefit of 
farmers and producers in Western Australia.  I and members of my committee are also intent on identifying 
reforms that might relieve the real pressures felt now by the industry stakeholders.  This inquiry looks forward to 
a future sustainable industry, and not backwards to a regulated and sometimes demonstrably inefficient past.   

The inquiry will work for all Western Australians and benefit the entire community.  Our objective is to ensure 
that Parliament can put proposals to government to assist, intervene and/or promote the industry.  Western 
Australia must guard against losing the economic base of this industry and seriously note the important historical 
and social structures that exist in the many communities that rely to a significant extent on the dairy industry.  
 


